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Introduction renowned for his groundbreaking work on gla-

cial geomorphology and environmental chang-

The anniversary of Quaestiones Geographicae
offers an excellent opportunity to reflect on 50
years of this renowned and highly esteemed
Polish English-language journal. Quaestiones
Geographicae was established in 1974 as an an-
nual journal of the Institute of Geography at the
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznani, Poland.
Its founder and first editor was Professor Stefan
Kozarski. Professor Stefan Kozarski was a prom-
inent Polish geographer and geomorphologist

§ sciendo

es. He was instrumental in developing modern
methods for studying glacial landscapes and was
deeply involved in academic initiatives to en-
hance geographical sciences in Poland. Since its
inception, the journal has published English pa-
pers initially on physical geography and human
geography, later expanding to include spatial
management and planning, sustainable devel-
opment, environmental sciences, GIS, and tour-
ism and recreation. The mission of Quaestiones
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Geographicae is to disseminate the research results
of international research teams and Polish and
foreign scholars while promoting Polish science
by publishing high-quality academic works. The
journal is distinguished not only by its high lev-
el of content but also by its ability to adapt to
changing scientific and technological needs. With
publications addressing theoretical and practical
issues, Quaestiones Geographicae consistently con-
tributes to expanding knowledge about natural
and social phenomena and their mutual inter-
actions. Over five decades, the journal has wit-
nessed and participated in revolutionary changes
in geography and related sciences.

Quaestiones Geographicae has played a signifi-
cant role in developing Polish geography, provid-
ing insights into the discipline’s advancements
and its cognitive and practical functions. Over the
past century, Polish geography has undergone
significant transformations in line with global
trends, shifting from traditional descriptive and
regional approaches to quantitative methods and
embracing modern digital geoinformation tech-
nologies. Geography, with its dual nature as a nat-
ural and social science, provides data and insights
into physical, environmental, social, econom-
ic, and political changes in geographical space.
For the past 50 years, Quaestiones Geographicae
has been a platform for exchanging ideas and
presenting achievements by geographers from

Poland and abroad. Initially, the journal primar-
ily featured work by Polish authors, focusing on
domestic issues and participation in European
and global research programmes, including sci-
entific expeditions to various parts of the world.
Over time, Polish geographers have successfully
aligned their research with global trends, and the
journal has seen a notable increase in contribu-
tions from international authors.

Currently published quarterly by the Faculty
of Geographical and Geological Sciences since
1984, and since 2019 also by the Faculty of Human
Geography and Planning at the Adam Mickiewicz
University in Poznan, Quaestiones Geographicae
is available in print through Bogucki Scientific
Publishers and online via the Sciendo and
PRESSto platforms. The journal is one of the most
important geographical journals in Central and
Eastern Europe. As one of Poland’s most impor-
tant scientific journals, Quaestiones Geographicae
has contributed to the global recognition of Polish
geographical schools and scientific achievements.

Geographical odyssey through 50 years

We want to invite the reader on a brief jour-
ney through the five decades of Quaestiones
Geographicae, presenting the main topics explored
by the journal since its inception. This reflection
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Fig. 1. Contents of the first volume of Quaestiones Geographicae (published in 1974).
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will provide a deeper understanding of the evo-
lution of Polish geography and its close connec-
tions with global research trends.

The first issue of Quaestiones Geographicae,
published in 1974, addresses a broad spectrum of
topics within geography, combining physical and
socio-economic perspectives. The papers explore
themes such as the dynamics of natural environ-
ments, including geomorphological processes,
permafrost phenomena, and glacial impacts on
landscape development. Climatic studies focus
on regional patterns and their classification, re-
flecting an interest in environmental differentia-
tion. From a human geography perspective, the
issue examines the spatial structure of regions
and the relationship between humans and natu-
ral resources, emphasising their mutual interac-
tions. This collection illustrates the interdiscipli-
nary nature of geographical research, integrating
theoretical approaches with empirical analyses.

Research published in Quaestiones Geo-
graphicae during the late 1970s and 1980s focused
on glaciation, sedimentology, and hydrology.
A key theme was the study of the last glacia-
tion (Vistulian), examining ice-sheet dynamics,
glaciotectonic deformations, and the sedimen-
tary environments in glacial marginal zones.
These studies often used field observations and
geomorphological mapping to reconstruct gla-
cial and periglacial processes in regions like
Pomerania, the Carpathians, and Spitsbergen. In
sedimentology, the research explored fluvial, ae-
olian, and deltaic processes, linking sedimentary
structures to climate fluctuations and vegetation
influences. Paleoenvironmental reconstruction
was also a central focus, with studies using ge-
ological and stratigraphic records to understand
past climates, vegetation, and soil development.
This research often connected environmental
changes to human activity. Hydrological and
geomorphological processes, including river dy-
namics, floodplain activity, and erosion, were
examined with an emphasis on spatial variabil-
ity and landform evolution. Innovative methods
such as aerial photography, paleobotanical anal-
ysis, and statistical modelling were used to en-
hance understanding of these processes.

Human geography focuses on the spatial
structure of human activity, regional diversity,
and the interaction between natural and anthro-
pogenic factors. Studies utilised multivariate

statistical techniques to analyse spatial patterns
and their socio-economic implications, reflecting
an interdisciplinary approach that combined hu-
man and physical geography.

In its first decade, the themes presented in the
journal illustrate its commitment to advancing
geographical knowledge through rigorous anal-
ysis of natural processes and their intersections
with human activities, with particular emphasis
on Polish and Northern European landscapes.

Theresearch themesin the1990s reveal thejour-
nal’s focus on Quaternary geology, geomorpholo-
gy, and environmental changes within glacial and
periglacial environments. Key topics include the
sedimentological and petrographical characteris-
tics of glacial deposits, emphasising their textural
and structural analysis, which provides insights
into past ice dynamics and depositional environ-
ments. Studies also address glaciotectonic pro-
cesses, subglacial channel morphology, and land-
forms shaped by glacial and glaciofluvial activity,
reflecting an interest in reconstructing ice-sheet
behaviour during the Pleistocene and Holocene.
These works often integrate advanced methods,
such as remote sensing, to enhance spatial analy-
sis of glaciated terrains.

The interaction between geomorphologi-
cal processes and climatic variations was also a
key focus in that period. Researchers examined
Holocene and Pleistocene climatic changes, par-
ticularly their effects on fluvial systems, lake sur-
face dynamics, peatland evolution, and aeolian
processes. Studies of periglacial and cold-climate
environments, such as mass movements in the
High Tatra Mountains and permafrost features
in Normandy, further illustrated landscape
transformations under different climate condi-
tions. Additionally, paleohydrological and sedi-
mentological analyses provided broader insights
into environmental changes on both regional and
global scales, showcasing a multidisciplinary ap-
proach that integrated geomorphology, hydrolo-
gy, and climatology.

The 1990s, marked by the systemic trans-
formation of the Polish society and economy,
resulted in numerous papers addressing the
social and economic changes in Poland and
the region. These works made by human geog-
raphers focused on transformations in various
sectors of the national economy, such as indus-
try, agriculture, and the growing disparities in
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socio-economic development. Emerging oppor-
tunities for cross-border cooperation during the
period of pre-accession to the European Union
also generated a wealth of research on the subject.

In the 2000s, research published in Quaestiones
Geographicae spanned physical and socio-econom-
ic geography, reflecting diverse topics. Physical
geography papers focused on processes shap-
ing natural landscapes, particularly in post-gla-
cial regions, with studies on soil erosion, aeoli-
an processes, and changes in coastal and fluvial
environments. Key themes included the analysis
of environmental factors like wind velocity, sea
level changes, and lithological transformations
in coastal lagoons, as well as detailed geomor-
phological studies on landslides, glacial deposits,
and hydrological patterns. The interdisciplinary
approach also involved applying advanced tech-
niques such as dendrogeomorphology, seismic
surveys, and GIS to understand natural phe-
nomena in different regions, including Poland,
Scandinavia, and the Baltic.

In the field of human geography, the journal
addressed urban and regional development, par-
ticularly in Poland’s transformation after join-
ing the European Union. Key topics included
cross-border governance, regional policy, and
the impact of globalisation on Polish cities. The
authors also explored rural development, agri-
cultural changes, and the role of knowledge in
shaping regional economies. The research high-
lighted the dynamics of urban planning and the
challenges local governments face in adapting
to European standards. The effects of environ-
mental changes on tourism and the relationship
between regional development and geopolitical
shifts were also explored. These studies reflect
the growing integration of environmental and
socio-economic factors in understanding spatial
dynamics in the 21st century.

The research papers published in the 2010s re-
veal diverse physical and socio-economic geog-
raphy topics. In the physical geography domain,
several studies focus on regional climatic varia-
tions, such as the influence of atmospheric circu-
lation on weather phenomena and detailed stud-
ies of hydrological processes, geomorphology,
and landscape changes. Topics like the impact of
anthropogenic pressures on water relations, tem-
perature changes in Poland, and hydrological
modelling in various regions reflect a significant

interest in climate and environmental dynamics.
Furthermore, research into changes in sediment
transport, flood management, and the role of
natural forces in shaping landscapes also plays
a prominent role in physical geography. During
that time, studies on geodiversity were initiated
not only for areas of Poland.

In the human geography field, studies explore
the interconnections between urban and region-
al development, the role of creative industries in
economic growth, and the socio-cultural impacts
of tourism and revitalisation projects. Topics
such as the spatial distribution of economic
growth, the transformation of post-socialist ur-
ban spaces, and the influence of cultural indus-
tries on city development illustrate a strong focus
on regional planning, governance, and cultural
economics. Additionally, research examining
land use changes, rural development, and the im-
pact of EU policies on agriculture highlights on-
going concerns about sustainability and regional
competitiveness. The international scope of these
studies is evident, indicating the global relevance
and comparative nature of socio-economic geo-
graphical research.

The most recent period (2020 onwards) covers
a broad spectrum of issues, intertwining physical
and human geography perspectives. One of the
most prominent themes is the impact of climate
change and its geomorphological consequences.
This includes studies on coastal erosion, the ef-
fects of rapid climate warming on Arctic land-
scapes, and the role of environmental factors in
shaping local communities. In parallel, the in-
teraction between geomorphological processes
and climatic variations is also explored, mainly
focusing on Holocene and Pleistocene climatic
changes and their impact on fluvial systems, lake
dynamics, peatland evolution, and aeolian pro-
cesses. Studies of periglacial environments, such
as mass movements in the High Tatra Mountains
and permafrost features in Normandy, provide
insights into past landscape transformations.
These papers emphasise the growing need for
sustainable management and mitigation strate-
gies in vulnerable coastal areas, urban environ-
ments, and rural settings affected by environ-
mental stressors like extreme weather events.

Human geography’s research presented in
the journal in recent years is focused on the re-
lationship between urbanisation, mobility, and
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socio-economic disparities. Studies examine how
social and economic factors influence commut-
ing patterns, energy demand, and public space
usage, particularly in urban settings. Other pa-
pers explore the potential of geotourism and geo-
education as tools for sustainable development
in regions, highlighting the interplay between
conservation, local economies, and community
involvement. Additionally, topics such as urban
shrinkage, public participation in tourism plan-
ning, and the effects of social and economic fac-
tors on urban development remain key areas of
exploration, indicating a continued interest in
understanding the dynamics of urban spaces and
their social and economic implications.

Initially focused on physical geography, espe-
cially geomorphology, the journal has expanded
its interests to include interdisciplinary research
on climate change, urbanisation, spatial man-
agement, and sustainable development. Today,
Quaestiones Geographicae publishes papers on
topics such as modelling environmental pro-
cesses using GIS, the impact of globalisation on
urban development, climate change adaptation
strategies, geodiversity protection, and natural
resource management. Modern technologies in
geographical research, such as digital tools and
procedures, are an important part of the publica-
tion, providing innovative methods of analysing
spatial data.

Over five decades, the journal has reflected
the dynamic changes in geographical sciences.
The development of technology, the emergence
of new research methods (such as geographic in-
formation systems - GIS), and the growing inter-
est in global challenges such as climate change,
urbanisation, and environmental degradation
have all been reflected in the pages of Quaestiones
Geographicae. Quaestiones Geographicae also pub-
lished works by many outstanding Polish geog-
raphers whose research activities significantly
influenced the development of geography both
in Poland and abroad. The journal became a
platform, thanks to which the research results of
Polish scientists gained recognition in the inter-
national academic community. Each volume and
paper is a testimony to the evolution of geogra-
phy as a science increasingly open to interdisci-
plinarity and international cooperation.

The topics above illustrate the journal’s com-
mitment to exploring the complex relationships

between physical and human geography, pro-
viding a comprehensive understanding of the
natural environment and socio-economic factors
shaping our world today. The journal particularly
values contributions with strong theoretical and
methodological foundations in Earth sciences,
reviews, and comparative studies representing
diverse geographical regions worldwide. This
approach ensures a holistic view of geographi-
cal issues, encouraging interdisciplinary research
that bridges various subfields of the discipline.

Landmark studies

The journal Quaestiones Geographicae has pub-
lished numerous influential papers that have sig-
nificantly contributed to geographical research.
Addressing key problems related to statistical
methods, geomorphology, geoheritage, spatial
planning, and regional development has cement-
ed its role as a platform for advancing knowledge
in these areas. Its most cited articles exemplify the
diversity and depth of these contributions, offer-
ing valuable insights into pressing issues in geog-
raphy. Below, we outline landmark studies pub-
lished in Quaestiones Geographicae, with citation
data from Google Scholar, as of December 5, 2024.

One of the most impactful themes is ad-
vancing statistical methods and spatial analy-
sis. Hauke and Kossowski’s (2011) article, with
over 2,600 citations, remains a cornerstone in so-
cio-economic and regional studies. It compares
Pearson’s and Spearman’s correlation coefficients
rigorously, demonstrating their applicability to
different data distributions. Bivand (1980) also
makes a notable contribution to this field through
his Monte Carlo study on correlation coefficient
estimation with spatially autocorrelated obser-
vations (78 citations). This work highlights the
complexities of analysing spatial data and lays
the groundwork for improved statistical meth-
odologies. Similarly, Kaim et al. (2014) tackle the
uncertainty in historical land-use reconstructions
using topographic maps (66 citations), offering a
framework for enhancing the reliability of land-
scape change analyses.

Another central topic is geomorphology and
geoheritage, with studies exploring the dynamics
of landforms and their implications for conserva-
tion and tourism. Reynard et al. (2017) emphasise
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the significance of urban geomorphological her-
itage, addressing the challenges of integrating
geomorphology into urban planning while ad-
vocating for preserving natural landscapes (135
citations). Pelfini and Bollati (2014) focus on ge-
omorphosites and their changing nature due to
climate conditions, linking geomorphological
research with sustainable tourism and education
(100 citations). Zwoliriski and Stachowiak (2012)
further emphasise this connection by mapping
geodiversity in the Tatra National Park, illustrat-
ing its potential to enhance tourism while pro-
moting conservation (71 citations). Ollier (2012),
with 74 citations, critiques evolving definitions
of geotourism and geodiversity, arguing for pre-
serving scientific rigour in these emerging fields.
Coastal and fluvial systems also emerge as im-
pactful areas of inquiry. Kozarski and Rotnicki
(1977) investigate the evolution of river channels
and valley floors in the North Polish Plain (144
citations), providing insights into Late Wiirm and
Holocene dynamics. Marfai (2014) explores the
socio-ecological consequences of sea level rise in
Indonesia, highlighting the vulnerability of coast-
al ecosystems and the need for adaptive strategies
(75 citations). Billah (2018) examines riverbank
changes along the Padma River in Bangladesh,
utilising satellite imagery to map erosion and
accretion processes over decades (78 citations).
These studies collectively enhance understanding
of the interactions between natural processes and
human systems in vulnerable environments.
Lastly, spatial planning and regional devel-
opment constitute another important theme.
Domariski and Gwosdz (2010) investigate multi-
plier effects in local and regional economies, pro-
viding tools to analyse investments” spatial and
industrial impacts (129 citations). Stryjakiewicz
and Jaroszewska (2016) address urban shrinkage,
emphasising the governance challenges posed by
population decline and proposing adaptive and
regenerative strategies (70 citations). Anisiewicz
and Palmowski (2014) focus on cross-border
tourism and small border traffic between Poland
and the Kaliningrad Oblast, exploring the so-
cio-economic opportunities offered by regional
cooperation (66 citations). Haklay et al. (2018) re-
view modern methods for public participation in
urban planning, highlighting the transformative
role of geospatial technologies in fostering col-
laborative decision-making (78 citations).

By tackling these diverse yet interconnected
issues, Quaestiones Geographicae has established
itself as a key platform for advancing geographi-
cal knowledge. Its contributions span theoretical
innovations, methodological advancements, and
practical applications, demonstrating the jour-
nal’s pivotal role in shaping contemporary geo-
graphical discourse.

Journal recognition

These papers collectively illustrate the jour-
nal’s impact across diverse geographical fields,
from statistical methodologies to geomorpho-
logical studies and environmental management.
Their broad citation records affirm their signifi-
cance in shaping contemporary geographical re-
search. A notable achievement of the journal is its
role in building bridges between scientists from
different countries and academic environments.
Over the years, the Quaestiones Geographicae ed-
itorial team has established numerous partner-
ships with researchers from Europe, Asia, Africa
and both Americas, allowing for the exchange of
knowledge and experience in studying complex
natural and social processes. The international
nature of the publications has enriched their con-
tent and increased the journal’s visibility on the
global scientific market. All efforts undertaken
by the Editorial Board are aimed at international-
ising the journal despite increasing competition.
The Editorial Advisory Board has been strength-
ened to support this goal, now consisting of dis-
tinguished scholars from Poland and abroad. The
Board includes:

- Louis Albrechts, Catholic University of Leu-
ven, Belgium

- Yuko Aoyama, Clark University, Worces-
ter MA, USA

- Paolo Billi, University of Ferrara, Italy

- Pierluigi Brandolini, University of Genoa,

Italy
- Jan Bucek, Comenius University, Bratislava,

Slovakia
- Elias G. Carayannis, George Washington Uni-

versity, Washington DC, USA
- Michael Crozier, University of Wellington,

New Zealand
- Christine Embleton-Hamann, University of

Vienna, Austria
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- Monique Fort, Paris 7 - Denis Diderot Univer-
sity, France
- Robert Hassink, University of Kiel, Germany
- Denes Loczy, University of Pécs, Hungary
- Jean Poesen, Catholic University of Leuven,
Belgium
- Andrés Rodriguez-Pose, London School of
Economics and Political Science, UK
- Tadeusz Stryjakiewicz, Adam Mickiewicz
University, Poznar, Poland
- Jef Vandenberghe, University of Amsterdam,
The Netherlands
- KaiZhou, Hunan University, Changsha, China.
As one of Poland’s most important scientific
journals, Quaestiones Geographicae has contributed
to the global recognition of Polish geographical
schools and scientific achievements. The journal
is highly regarded within the academic communi-
ty and is one of the most respected Polish English-
language journals, both among authors and read-
ers. It meets all international editorial standards,
including Open Access and COPE. Thanks to
the Open Access model, Quaestiones Geographicae
supports the idea of democratising scientific
knowledge, enabling the widespread sharing
of its content. For over 50 years, the journal has
gained increasing significance in the international
geography journal market. A turning point in the
perception of Quaestiones Geographicae was 2010,
when the journal began cooperation with De
Gruyter Publishing House. Currently, the journal
is presented on the Sciendo platform, reflected in
a significant rise in citations since 2010 (Fig. 2).
The journal was one of the first Polish geographi-
cal periodicals to fully adapt to the digital reality,
offering access to papers in an online format.

The journal Quaestiones Geographicae has pub-
lished research from teams representing all of the
geographical centres in Poland, as well as from
nearly all of Europe, including Austria, Belarus,
Belgium, the Czech Republic, Finland, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania,
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Romania,
Russia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Ukraine, and
the United Kingdom. It has also featured contri-
butions from many other countries worldwide,
such as Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia, India, China,
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Algeria, Nigeria, South Africa,
and Brazil. The number of non-European pa-
pers significantly increased after the journal was
placed on the Sciendo platform. It is indexed in
nearly 100 bibliographic databases, including
Web of Science - Emerging Sources Citation
Index, SCOPUS, AGRO, CABI, DOA]J, EBSCO,
Elsevier - SCOPUS, ERIH PLUS, GeoRef, Google
Scholar, Index Copernicus, Microsoft Academic,
POL-index, Publons, SCImago, and WorldCat.
In 2023, Quaestiones Geographicae received its first
Impact Factor of 1 (5-year IF = 1.2), calculated by
Clarivate’s Journal Citation Reports 2023. The
current impact factor and ranking in prestigious
databases such as Scopus and Web of Science
confirm the growing influence of the journal on
global science as well as its visibility and prestige.

Concluding remarks

Quaestiones Geographicae is one of the most
important scientific journals in the field of geo-
graphical sciences, which has played a key role
in promoting geographical research and related
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Fig. 2. Citations of papers published in Quaestiones Geographicae (2010-2024), according to Google Scholar.
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sciences for five decades and has been a platform
for the exchange of scientific ideas, presenting
research works of both theoretical and practi-
cal nature. Individual volumes have evolved,
adapting to changing scientific, technological,
interdisciplinary, and sustainable development
trends. Thanks to its international reach, the jour-
nal attracts authors and readers from all over the
world, which significantly enriches the diversi-
ty of topics covered from local to global and is
a testimony to its lasting influence on the devel-
opment and shaping of contemporary geogra-
phy and spatial sciences. The scientific quality of
the journal is possible thanks to high standards
of peer review and cooperation with recognised
specialists from various fields.

Recapitulating five decades of activity,
Quaestiones Geographicae can be proud of its con-
tribution to the development of geography and
related sciences - an example of perseverance, ad-
aptation, and scientific excellence. Thanks to the
commitment of the editorial staff, authors, and
reviewers, the journal has gained a reputation
as one of the most important scientific forums in
this field, inspiring subsequent generations of re-
searchers to seek new answers to questions about
the functioning of the natural and social environ-
ment and to solve the most important problems
of the modern world.

The 50th anniversary of the journal is not only
a time for reflection on its past and a look into the
future. The future brings many challenges, such
as the need to respond to global and local envi-
ronmental and socio-economic crises, the devel-
opment of research technologies and the grow-
ing importance of interdisciplinary cooperation.
On this exceptional anniversary, Quaestiones
Geographicae looks to the future, hoping to contin-
ue its mission - providing reliable and inspiring
scientific studies that contribute to understand-
ing the world around us and supporting sustain-
able development on various scales. In the era
of globalisation and the growing environmental
and social challenges, Quaestiones Geographicae
plans to continue its mission as a space to ex-
change interdisciplinary research. Increasing the
share of papers on global topics and expanding
cooperation with international research centres
remain key goals of the editorial office.

The fifty-year history of Quaestiones Geo-
graphicae is a story of passion, dedication, and

commitment to science. This anniversary is an
excellent opportunity to express gratitude to all
editors, reviewers, and authors who, over the
decades, have contributed to the journal’s suc-
cess. Their work has resulted in the publication
of many groundbreaking studies that not only
deepen our understanding of the world but also
point the way forward for the further develop-
ment of geography.
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